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Message from the 
Board of Chair 

Christina Dawson
This year at YRCCS, we are proud to reflect on the many ways our community has

come together.

Our social media has captured powerful moments; from campaigns to raise
awareness of domestic violence and gender-based abuse, to celebrating

milestones, lifting up voices, and sharing everyday acts of compassion that define
our work. It has been inspiring to see YRCCS connect with the community by

creating a space to educate and share our mission, vision and values.

YRCCS was also featured across local media, shining a spotlight on the impact of
our services and the strength of our partnerships. These stories brought awareness
to the challenges faced by survivors and the role YRCCS plays in creating pathways
to safety, healing and empowerment. This visibility has deepened understanding,
reduced stigma and opened doors to new collaborations impacting advocacy and

sustainable growth.

At the heart of all of it is our unique business model, where clients are wrapped in
support of a strong network of community partners and holistic access to services.
With our trauma-informed staff leading the way, we ensure individuals only need to
tell their story once. We hold survivors as the experts of their own story and this is
reflected in our values. Our mission to reduce barriers, make each experience one

of dignity and care.

On behalf of the Board, thank you to our staff, volunteers, partners and funders for
making this year one of connection, growth and impact. Together we are building a

stronger York Region.
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Jaspreet Gill

Message from the 
 Executive Director 
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This past year has been one of growth, resilience, and deepened collaboration.
Together with our partners, funders, and dedicated staff, we continued to respond
to the complex and evolving needs of survivors of intimate partner violence, human

trafficking, and other forms of gender-based violence in our community.
Some key highlights include:

Expanded Access: We increased the number of individuals and families supported
through coordinated services, ensuring faster connections to housing, legal,

counselling, and crisis supports.

Strengthened Partnerships: Our integrated service model was further enhanced by
new collaborations with community agencies, law enforcement, and health partners

— demonstrating the power of working together to build safer futures.

Capacity Building: We delivered training and workshops across York Region to raise
awareness, strengthen front-line responses, and advance prevention efforts.

In collaboration with Loblaw Companies Ltd., we launched the Ask for Angela
program, a discreet safety measure designed to provide individuals with immediate

support when they feel unsafe. Bringing this internationally recognized initiative into
local communities demonstrates the power of creative partnerships in advancing

safety and prevention.

We were also proud to partner with Schulich Executive Education, York University,
and York Regional Police to deliver the Women’s Empowerment Series. This initiative
created a space for survivors of intimate partner violence to connect and engage in
leadership development, mentorship and resilience-building — equipping survivors

with tools to thrive and empowering voices that are too often silenced.
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In addition, we launched the “Taking Your Breath Away” campaign to raise awareness
about the lethal dangers of strangulation in intimate partner violence. This campaign

is already saving lives by educating survivors, service providers and the broader
community about this significant risk factor.

These achievements were made possible through the dedication of our staff, the
guidance of our Board of Directors, and the unwavering support of our partners and
funders. Most importantly, we acknowledge the courage and resilience of survivors,
who remind us daily why this work matters. Their strength inspires us to continue

building a community where healing, dignity and safety are possible for all.

Looking ahead, YRCCS will continue to champion survivor-centered care, build
cross-sector partnerships, and advocate for policies that create safer futures. We

know the challenges are great, but with the strength of survivors and the support of
our community, our vision of a region free from violence is within reach.

On behalf of the York Region Centre for Community Safety, thank you for standing
with us in this critical work.



Introduction

Mission & Vision

Safer Communities for Individuals Affected by Violence and Abuse

To realize this vision, YRCCS’ mission is to provide a collaborative single access point
for services within York Region to meet the needs of those affected by violence and
abuse* through an integrated, seamless, holistic access to services.

*Includes family, intimate partner, sexual and gender-based violence and abuse
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Our Program
Services at YRCCS are available to all individuals affected by
domestic violence, intimate partner violence, sexual
violence, family violence, and human trafficking. We
support individuals seeking information, safety, and
resources for themselves and their children. In partnership
with community agencies, we provide a wide range of
services that empower survivors to explore their options
and access the supports that best meet their needs on
their path to safety and healing.

Who We Serve
We serve survivors of:

Domestic Violence
Intimate Partner Violence
Sexual Violence
Human Trafficking 



Introduction

Our Values
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YRCCS is committed to ensuring the following organizational values are reflected across
all aspects of the Agency:

Integrity – We are committed to consistently ensuring our actions and decisions are
ethical, accountable, and transparent.

Survivor-centred – We hold survivors as the experts of their own story and as the
decision-makers in their own care. We respect survivors’ dignity and honour the
uniqueness of each individual.

Trauma-informed – We acknowledge the impact trauma has on individuals and
communities and work to ensure that we build relationships rooted in safety, trust,
collaboration, and empowerment.

Inclusive – We are committed to a culture of openness, accessibility, and empowerment
for everyone who engages with YRCCS.

Compassionate – We aim to truly see and understand the experiences of the individuals
we work with and to approach our work with an understanding of our shared humanity.

Collaborative - We provide a unique and innovative model of care and rooted in the idea
that more is possible when we build strong, meaningful, impactful connections with
partners across our communities.



Our Impact in Numbers
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Thank You to our Funders & Donors

Funders & Donors 

Grey Birch Foundation
Jackman Foundation
McLean Foundation
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Regional Municipality of York
Shoppers Drug Mart Foundation
Traquair Family Foundation
Women and Gender Equality

Mina Abba
Aida Azadi
Deanna Carruthers
Yu Ching Choy
Melissa Constable
Christina Dawson
Richard Jacobs
Bernadee Koh
Feixu Liu
Vibhuti Mehra
Tricia Samaroo
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Abuse Hurts
Addiction Services Central Ontario
Abuse Never Becomes Us: A.N.B.U.

Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic
Blue Door

CAYR
Catholic Community Services of York

Region
Community Legal Clinic of York Region

Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault
Care Centre of York Region
Family Services York Region

JRCC Furniture Depot
John Howard Society of York Region

JVS Toronto 
Krasman Centre 

Multi-lingual Cultural Interpretation
Services
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Thank You to our Partners

Midaynta Community Services
NPower Canada
Safepet Ontario

Sandgate Women’s Shelter of York Region
Shelter Movers

Women’s Support Network
Women’s Centre of York Region
Victim Services of York Region

Victim/Witness Assistance Program
VPI Employment Services

York Region Children’s Aid Society
Yellow Brick House

York Regional Police
York Region Community and Health

Services, 
Family Support

York Region Paramedics Services

YRCCS collaborates with a wide range of agencies and community groups to
deliver effective programming for survivors.

 We would like to especially acknowledge our program partners:



Statement of Financial Position
as of March 31, 2025
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Statement of Operations 
as of March 31, 2025
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Highlights 

April 2024
 Partnership with Catholic Community

Services of York Region

Our new partnership with CCSYR provides
settlement, counselling, and employment
services, tailored to meet the cultural and

linguistic needs of the York Region
community.

May 2024
 Police Appreciation Night

YRCCS celebrates Police Appreciation
Night and is honoured to be a beneficiary
alongside Victim Services of York Region.

May 2024
YRCCS Nominated for the 2024

Purple Ribbon Awards

YRCCS’s Not All Love is Safe campaign
was recognized as an Honoree for the

"Outstanding Awareness Event or
Campaign" and has transformed the

conversation around intimate partner
violence.
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Highlights 

May 2024
Partnership with The Period Purse

Thank you to The Period Purse for their
donation of 2 large bags of Period Packs!
This partnership highlights the ongoing

commitment to addressing period
poverty and promoting dignity for all

individuals. 

May 2024
YWCA Woman of Distinction Gala

 YRCCS ED, Jaspreet Gill, was honoured
with the YWCA Toronto 2024 Woman of

Distinction award for Advocacy and
Social Justice. Her acceptance speech

was a heartfelt tribute to everyone who
has supported her journey and a call to

action for continued advocacy.

May 2024
Partnership with Midaynta

Community Services: HomeSafe York

 Midaynta’s HomeSafe York program is
committed to supporting housing

stability for residents of York Region.
With a compassionate, trauma-

informed approach, they provide both
in-person and virtual supports to help

prevent housing loss.
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Highlights 

July 2024
Partnership with VPI Employment

Services

VPI Employment Services provides
employment programs,

assessments and supportive
vocational services that help

residents of Ontario improve job
readiness, explore training and get

back to work. 

May 2024
Partnership with Addiction
Services Central Ontario 

Addiction Services Central Ontario
(ASCO) offers a wide range of
addiction and mental health

services, supports, and referrals for
adults, youth (12+), and their families

across Toronto, York Region, and
Central Ontario. 

August 2024
Partnership with Loblaws

The Ask for Angela campaign
provides a discreet way for

individuals to seek help at any
Loblaw Companies stores in York

Region. The collaboration with
Loblaws enhances accessibility to
resources and support networks,
reinforcing the collective effort to

create safer spaces for all. 
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Highlights 

November 2024
YRCCS Launches the Taking
Your Breath Away Campaign

The campaign aims to raise
awareness about the serious

risks of strangulation in
intimate partner violence,
targeting survivors, their

support networks and front-line
service providers.

Fall 2024
YRCCS Launches the New

Strategic Plan for 2024-2027

YRCCS’s Strategic Plan 2024–2027
highlights the organization’s vision
of creating a safer community for
individuals affected by violence

and abuse. YRCCS seeks to build a
network of support that

empowers individuals to lead safe
and fulfilling lives.

December  2024
YRCCS partners with YRP and Schulich ExecEd to launch

the Women’s Leadership and Empowerment Series

This program was created to support survivors of intimate
partner violence in rebuilding confidence, strengthening

leadership abilities and preparing to re-enter the workforce.
Through interactive workshops focused on self-leadership,

resilience, empowerment, and career development,
participants are provided with a safe, supportive space to

foster both personal growth and professional advancement.



16

Highlights 

January 2025
YRCCS Hosts Stalking: Know It,

Name It, Stop It Workshop

The stalking awareness workshop
is designed to provide

comprehensive training to law
enforcement, victim advocates and
other professionals to strengthen

their response to stalking. 

December 2024
Holiday Heroes

This annual initiative, in partnership with Holiday Heroes,
brings a sense of warmth and community spirit, ensuring

that everyone, regardless of their circumstances, can
experience the magic of the holidays. The smiles on the

faces of the children and families were a testament to the
impact of kindness and generosity during this special time

of year.



Our Leadership & Team
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Board of Directors
Christina Dawson

Bernadee Koh-Bilodeau
Amit Joshi

Gloria Bacci-Puhl
Jena Roy

Aarti Sethi

Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer

YRCCS Team
Jaspreet Gill 

Tricia Samaroo 
Kitti Chau

Jessica Aby 
Lianne Huang 
Paige Mazzuca
Lauren Massey

Jen Humber

Executive Director
Program Manager

Advocate 
Advocate

Program Coordinator
After-Hours Worker
After-Hours Worker
After-Hours Worker

Former Staff and Board Members
Archanaa

Tharumanayagam
Carley Valente 

Program Coordinator 

Past Secretary

Thank you to our Voices Committee for their continued support!



@yrccsyr@yorkregionccs

Connect with Us
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Address 

 25 Deverill Ct Unit 107, Markham, ON L6G 0C7

Phone: 905-836-7601

Toll-Free: 1-855-541-2220

Email: info@yrccs.ca

Website: www.yrccs.ca

Office Hours

Monday to Friday: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Thursday: 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM

Phone Support

7 days a week: 9:00 AM to 11:00 PM

Social Media 

York Region Centre for Community
Safety


